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Yakubu Salifu (RN, MPhil N, BSc N, Dip N, Dip Ed, FGCNM) has been a nurse for over 11 years, mainly
practising at the clinical setting and later teaching. He is a Foundation Fellow of Ghana College of Nurses and
Midwives and a Member of European Association of Urology. During his role as a lecturer at Garden City
University in Kumasi, Ghana, he served as the Coordinator for Nursing and Midwifery Council exams and
students affairs, Secretary of Faculty of Health and Allied Sciences Board, a member of Faculty Research
Committee, and Patron of Garden City University Nursing and Midwifery Students' Association. Yakubu’s
interest is in adult health nursing and advanced chronic diseases, home based care and quality of life.

What are you currently researching?

I am researching on “Home-based supportive and palliative care for patients with Advanced-stage Prostate
Cancer and their caregivers in a resource-limited sub-Saharan African country (Ghana)”. I want to understand
the experiences of patients and how family caregivers navigate their way through such care where the bulk and
responsibility for such care is predominantly provided by families within the informal sector.

What inspires your research?

What motivates my research is the opportunity to get closer and understand patients’ and caregivers’ experience
of living with and or giving care at home and what in their opinion might help them best. I am very much
inspired by researchers, practitioners, educators, and advocates who are working to bring hope to patients and
caregivers and I believe together we can make a difference.

How did you get into the palliative care field?

The upsurge in non-communicable diseases such as cancer has added a layer of complexity to the already limited
health service demand and supply in developing countries. The inadequate support services for patients who may
require special care or palliative care motivated me to do a PhD.
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Featured Member continued...
In what way does your work benefit the community?

Home-based care is an economical and pragmatic means of care for patients who require palliative care in
Ghana and since family caregivers are the ‘General practitioners’ of such patients at home, this research will be
beneficial to signpost them to the best practices on how to care for patients in the home and community.

What is it that you enjoy most about your research?

Palliative care in Ghana in still at fledgling state and services are provided at few locations as institution-based
outpatient care. I am passionate and glad to be among the pioneering generation of palliative care in Ghana
that will advocate for such services to be closer to the doorstep of those who need it.

Tell us something that people might be interested to know about you?

I have already established a prostate cancer support foundation called Prostate Cancer Support Heritage
(ProCaSH) that seeks to provide improving support for patients and those significant them. I seek to advocate
and through a collaborative effort, ensure that the government and relevant stakeholders prioritise the health
and social needs of patients who require palliative services.

How is being a member of IPCFRC relevant to your work?

The IPCFRC provides a platform to share rich experience on best practices about family caregiving research,
practices and education. It serves as a pool of potential collaborators in research involving family caregiving.
Yakubu’s specific area of interest in family caregiver research is: ‘Home-based care for advanced prostate
cancer patients by family caregivers’. If you would like to know more about Yakubu and his work, you can
contact him directly at Yakubu.Salifu@nottingham.ac.uk or salid32@yahoomail.com

Would you like to be profiled in the IPCFRC e-News?
One of the key objectives of the IPCFRC is to encourage researchers interested in family caregiver research
to make connections and collaborate. To help enable this we would like to offer members the opportunity to
be profiled in the IPCFRC e-News. One researcher will be profiled within each edition.
If you are interested in being considered, please provide the details below to
centre.palliativecare@svha.org.au with the subject ‘IPCFRC member profile’.
Please provide the following details: Your Name, Professional Role/Title, Discipline, Institution, City/
Country, Specific area of interest in family caregiver research and your Email address (so that other
members can contact you directly).

Review of literature related to family carer research
One of the initiatives of the IPCFRC is to compile a listing of publications related to family caregiver
research in palliative care. This list is updated annually, and serves as a key resource to aid those who are
looking for peer-reviewed publications related to family caregivers. The 2017 version is available as a
downloadable resource on the [IPCFRC website].

Upcoming IPCFRC Event
An open meeting for current and prospective IPCFRC members at the [10th World Research
Congress of the European Association for Palliative Care (EAPC)] in Bern, Switzerland in May
2018 is currently under planning. We will update you once the details are confirmed.
Open meetings provide the opportunity for members and prospective members to hear about what is
happening in the IPCFRC community and what IPCFRC has to offer, as well as meet the IPCFRC
Executive Committee and their fellow IPCFRC members.

Conferences re e ant to IPCFRC e bers
2nd National Symposium for Academic Palliative
Care Education & Research
Dates: September 28-29, 2017
Location: San Diego CA, USA
Website: [2nd National Symposium for Academic
Palliative Care Education & Research]

44th Clinical Oncology Society of Australia
Annual Scientific Meeting
Dates: November 13-15, 2017
Location: Sydney, Australia
Website: [COSA ASM 2017]

International Carers Conference
Dates: October 4-6, 2017
Location: Adelaide SA, Australia
Website: [7th International Carers Conference]

10th World Research Congress of the European
Association for Palliative Care (EAPC)
Dates: May 24-26, 2018
Location: Bern, Switzerland
Website: [EAPC 2018]

2017 Marie Curie Annual Palliative Care
Research Conference
Date: October 6, 2017
Location: London, UK
Website: [2017 Marie Curie Annual Palliative
Care Research Conference]

21st Cancer Nurses Society of Australia (CNSA)
Annual Congress
Dates: June 21-23, 2018
Location: Brisbane, Australia
Abstract submissions open on 1 November 2017
Website: [CNSA 2018]

7th

5th Australian Palliative Care Research Colloquium
Dates: October 26-27, 2017
Location: Melbourne VIC, Australia
Abstract submissions open until 20 September 2017
Website: [5APCRC]

Membership
The IPCFRC has 233 registered members from many countries of the world, including; Australia,
Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Japan, New Zealand, Nigeria,
Norway, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, UK & USA.
Individuals from all continents with a genuine interest in palliative care research related to family
carers may become individual members of the IPCFRC. Membership is free. To formalise your
membership please complete the [online form] on the IPCFRC website.

Recent artic es re e ant to
IPCFRC e bers
In each edition we will feature some recently published articles relevant to IPCFRC members.
If you have published in a peer-reviewed journal recently and the subject matter is relevant to the
IPCFRC community, please email centre.palliativecare@svha.org.au with the subject ‘IPCFRC
Newsletter’ and we will feature your publication in an upcoming edition.
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